
 

If you received a notification from the Alabama Historical Commission or from the Farm Service 

Administration, you may need to have an archaeological survey conducted. It may be because your new 

construction has received financial assistance from the federal or state government. You may be advised 

to complete archaeological survey, reporting, and Section 106 review before your loan is approved.   

Cultural Resource Management is important because cultural resources are nonrenewable. Once the 

objects in an archaeological site are disturbed, that information cannot be recovered and those stories are 

lost; once the historic fabric of a monument is gone, nothing can bring back its authenticity. The primary 

concern of cultural resource management is to minimize the loss or degradation of culturally significant 

material in order to allow for responsible land development. One of CARA’s areas of expertise lies in 

surveying and reporting these resources.  

A Phase I archaeological survey identifies where sites, cemeteries, or historic structures are located, if any, 

in the client’s project area. It involves both background research and a physical survey of the project area. 

Based on the results of the research and survey, CARA will evaluate the presence of any historic resources 

including archaeological sites. If the results of our investigation suggest that the project area contains sites 

that are potentially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, CARA will make management 

recommendations based upon the nature of the resources. 

What you can expect: It depends on your property, but it may include visually inspecting your construction 

site and access roads for above ground features and digging of shovel tests. Each shovel test will be a 30 cm x 

30 cm sample excavated every 30 meters (~100 ft.) in a grid across your project area (approximately 9 samples 

per acre). Soil from each sample will be screened (sifted) to look for artifacts or other cultural material. Once 

screened, the soil will be replaced. Areas in which multiple artifacts are noted constitute an archaeological site. 

When encountered, additional shovel tests may be excavated at 10-meter intervals to define the boundary of 

the site as well as to further sample the artifacts present. From this information, CARA archaeologists will apply 

standards set by the state and federal regulation to determine if the site is potentially eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places.  

Fieldwork on small parcels is usually completed in a single day with the report of the results completed soon 

after. All findings from the fieldwork must be compiled in a report that is sent to the Alabama Historical 

Commission for review. After the report is submitted by the USDA-FSA to the Alabama Historical Commission, it 

may take up to 30 days for review and approval. 

Cumberland Applied Research Associates Inc. (CARA) has a combined 40 years of experience in the 

Cultural Resource Management (CRM) industry, we know the Section 106 review process, and we know 

how to fulfill your compliance needs with quick turnaround and quality reporting. CARA understands that 

timing is essential to your project schedule and the high quality of our reports helps to ensure a speedy 

review process by the state. Typically, CARA can complete and file your Section 106 report within one to 

three days following the field visit. 


